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The King shall come when morning dawns 
And earth’s dark night is past; 

O haste the rising of that morn,  
The day that aye shall last. 

Greek Hymn  
(1940 Episcopal Church Hymnal, Number 11) 



Prologue 
     Over the centuries, with its shorter time frame and its 
less solemn expression, the season of Advent has taken on 
the nickname of “The Little Lent.” This time of preparation 
for the great feast of the Incarnation on December 25 has 
hardly any less sobering themes than Lent, however, as the 
traditional essence of Advent is expressed by none other 
than the four last things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, and 
Hell. Indeed, while Advent begins with a gospel passage 
concerning the first heralding of Christ into the city of 
Jerusalem at the triumphal entry, from then on Jesus is 
turning over tables (Advent 1), and prophesying perplexity 
and fear and shaking of the powers of heaven (Advent 2). 
Chilling passages about judgment from Isaiah and 
Revelation fill out much of the readings for Morning and 
Evening Prayer, and so we may easily discern that Advent is 
not so much about preparing for the feast of Christmastide 
as it is about preparing for the second coming of our Lord.  

 Clergy, deaconess, and seminarian contributors from the 
APA Deanery of Appalachia have composed the meditations 
included in this devotional following the passages selected 
in the 1928 Book of Common Prayer for Morning and 
Evening Prayer Offices. In this second edition (the first was 
published in 2021), there are a number of new submissions 
and new composers but the themes of the season are 
unchanged. As you work this season to cooperate with the 
Holy Spirit in advancing your own personal holiness, it is 
my hope that these meditations will serve their intended 
purpose — to help you spiritually fast in preparation for the 
glorious feast of Christmas, and in turn, to further ready 
you for the final advent of Christ Jesus, our God and King.  

Father Paul Rivard 
Dean of Appalachia, Rector of Saint George the Martyr 
Simpsonville, SC 



Advent 1 - Sunday, November 27 

“… and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye 

delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 
But who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall 

stand when he appeareth? For he is like a refiner’s fire, and 
like fullers’ soap …” 

Malachi 3:1,2 (Morning Prayer, First Lesson) 

In the mind of a child, probably there is no more 
eagerly awaited a moment each day, and yet at the 
same time no more dreadfully anticipated a moment, 

as the moment “when dad comes home.” When a good dad 
comes home, a child might expect that there could be 
treats in store and good things to come. Perhaps we’ll all 
get to go out for dinner or to town. Or, perhaps even more 
simply, we will just finally have that feeling that everyone is 
here and everyone is home at the end of a long day. But 
when a child has been in trouble, when there is a wrong to 
be righted, when there is justice and perhaps even 
punishment to be meted out, then, for that same child, the 
moment the car pulls into the driveway means something 
quite different. The joyful or dreadful response of a child to 
the sound of dad’s car door shutting depends entirely upon 
the state of that one who awaits his arrival.  

“He is going to put things in order, and it would 
be good for you to be prepared.” 



The prophet Malachi gave a very harsh prophecy to the 
people of God at the close of the Old Testament. He said 
that the priests had offered lame sacrifices, the religious 
feasts had been a disgrace, and the people were essentially 
stealing from God by withholding their tithes. And then he 
says it. Dad is coming home. Any moment now you are 
going to hear that car door shut in the driveway and you’re 
going to see the front door open. Whether you run to your 
good Father for an embrace or lock yourself in your room 
hoping that he forgets you exist, that’s up to you. But make 
no mistake, He “shall suddenly come to his temple,” the 
one “whom ye delight in.” And He is like a “refiner’s fire, 
and like fullers’ soap.” He is going to put things in order, 
and it would be good for you to be prepared.  

If you have done evil, have your confession and your 
repentance ready. To Him “all hearts are open and all 
desires are known” so you won’t be able to hide. If you 
have done good (and even if you have done evil and have 
repented), throw yourself into His arms when he comes 
through the door. And if He is going to “clean house” 
anyway, ask how you can help. That is the message of 
Malachi, and that is the message of Advent. Christ is 
coming, He is at the door. Ready yourself and make straight 
His path. Prepare for His arrival because soon He will be 
here, and then, ready or not, everyone will be home at the 
end of a long, long day.  

Father Paul Rivard 
Rector of Saint George the Martyr Anglican Church 
Simpsonville, SC 



Advent 1 - Monday, November 28 

“There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.”  

Mark 1:7 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 
  

J ohn’s prophecy of the Christ may come across as 
self-deprecating. Certainly, to this point, having had 
such a successful ministry, with “all the land of 
Judaea, and they of Jerusalem” coming out to him to 

receive the baptism of repentance in response to his 
preaching of the coming of the Lord, he could be forgiven a 
little self-congratulation. However, John has not let this go 
to his head, nor does he want his listeners to think more of 
him than is meet.  



John has a proper understanding of who he is and what 
he is. He is indeed “The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God” (Isaiah 40:3).  He is 
not the Christ, as he makes clear when “he confessed, and 
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ” ( John 1:20).  
He is not proclaiming John; he is proclaiming the Christ, of 
whom he says, “cometh one mightier than I after me, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and 
unloose.”  He embodies C. S. Lewis’s wonderful quote 
about humility, “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, 
it’s thinking of yourself less” or again, John Wesley’s 
statement, (humility is) “a right judgment of ourselves 
which cleanses our minds from those high conceits of our 
own perfections and from the undue opinions of our own 
abilities and attainments.”   

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but 
thinking of yourself less.” 

The invitation to us in Advent is to become more like 
John, not concerning ourselves overmuch with ourselves, 
but rather with proclaiming, “Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.”  

Father Nicholas Henderson 
Vicar of Saint Patrick’s Mission 
Brevard, NC 



Advent 1 - Tuesday, November 29  

“How is the faithful city become an harlot.” 

Isaiah 1:21 (Morning Prayer, First Lesson) 

The scriptures are replete with metaphors 
depicting the relationship between Jehovah and 
Israel and Christ and the Church. Relational word 

pictures such as Father and son (Deut. 32:6; Mal. 2:10), 
Mother and child (Ps. 131:2; Matt. 23:37), Master and 
servant ( Jer. 30:10), Shepherd and sheep (Ps. 23; Jn. 10), 
Vine and branches ( Jn. 15:5), Head and body (Eph. 1:22, 23), 
Husband and wife (Hos. 2:16), and Bridegroom and bride 
have all been used to provide insight into the interface 
between the eternal triune God and His creature man. 
Metaphorical pictures resonate in the synthetic, 
taxonomical, and imaginative mind of man which was 
made to compare and contrast as well as assimilate and 
accommodate newly considered ideas. A metaphorical 
representation of a concept is quite similar to an artistic 
depiction of a truth. A metaphor describes without strictly 
defining, much like a painting or musical piece captures a 
moment, scene, or idea by expanding rather than 
constricting and by revealing rather than exegeting. God’s 
gift of metaphor to man enlarges his limited intellect, 
provides him insight into inscrutability, and eternalizes his 
temporality. 

One of the most beloved and potentially insightful 
metaphorical representations of the relationship between 



God and Jerusalem (used in synecdoche to represent Israel 
and, by heritage, the New Jerusalem and the Church as 
well) is that intimate relationship between a man and a 
woman. “I am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine” (in 
the allegorical reading of Song of Solomon). “For thy Maker 
is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is His name" (Isaiah 
54). “As the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall 
thy God rejoice over thee” (Isaiah 62). “Turn, O backsliding 
children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you” 
( Jeremiah 3). “Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the 
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when 
thou wentest after Me in the wilderness” ( Jeremiah 2).  

“How is the faithful city become an harlot.” This heartfelt 
expostulation by the poet-prophet Isaiah seems to be both 
an exclamation and an interrogative. Isaiah is referencing 
the Assyrian-besieged city of Jerusalem (again, by 
synecdoche, the entire Hebrew nation and, perhaps, by 
allegory, the entire human race) and her unfaithfulness to 
her Father and Husband, Jehovah. In verse 2 of this first 
chapter of Isaiah, God bemoans the adultery of His chosen 
bride and insurrection of His beloved offspring: “I have 
nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
against me.” Israel was chosen by her Creator God when 
Abram was called out of Mesopotamian Ur, delivered from 
Egyptian captivity by her Father through Moses, and 
established by her Divine Husband in the promised land of 
Canaan. Mankind was chosen and created by the Father, 
pursued by her Lover after falling in the Garden, and 
ultimately brided eternally by the sacrifice of the Messiah. 
But, after “chasing after God in the wilderness” ( Jer 2:2), 
the bride Israel (indeed all of mankind) pridefully 



prostituted herself with foreign nations and false gods and 
worshipped herself instead of her Redeemer Husband.  

 
In this season of Advent, may we, like Israel, “seek God in 
the wilderness.” For our God and Father, our Lover and 
Husband, has promised to “purge away (our) dross and 
take away (our) tin” and redeem us with judgment and 
righteousness (vv 25-27). As the Angel of the Lord smote the 
Assyrian army with the silent blast of the breath of God to 
save besieged Jerusalem (2 Kings 19:7, 35; Lord Byron’'s 
“The Destruction of Sennacherib”), so our loving 
Bridegroom of unfathomable mercy forgives us our 
harlotry, redeems us with His fatal breath of life, and 
returns us to a “city of righteousness, a faithful city.” 

“In this season of Advent, may we, like Israel, 
‘seek God in the wilderness’.” 

Doctor Eric Byrd  
Seminarian at All Saints Anglican Church  
Mills River, NC 



 



Advent 1 - Saint Andrew 
Wednesday, November 30 

“…We have found the Messias,  
which is, being interpreted, the Christ.” 

John 1:41 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

The Feast Day of St. Andrew the Apostle is the 
signal for the start of the Advent season, which 
always begins on the Sunday nearest to the feast 

day itself. It is rather appropriate that this day holds this 
important place in the Church Year as it was St. Andrew 
who first identifies Jesus as the Christ in scripture, found in 
the New Testament lesson for Morning Prayer today and 
quoted above. 

During Advent, we tend to emphasize the place of St. 
John the Baptist in preparing the way for the Messiah and it 
is indeed he who plants the seed of what happens in this 
morning’s lesson. John is with two of his disciples and Jesus 
walks by. John exclaims to his companions, “Behold the 
Lamb of God!” Those two immediately followed Jesus and 
abode with Him that day, coming to know Him and 
believing on Him. Andrew was one of the two. The next 
day, the first thing Andrew does is seek out his brother 
Simon and utters his famous words, “We have found the 



Messias” and brings Simon to meet Jesus. This is the first 
instance of evangelism recorded in Holy Scripture. 

Take a moment to note and consider this first act of 
evangelism. To whom was it directed? It was directed to 
Simon Peter, Andrew’s brother. It was directed to family. 
The very first instance of evangelism occurred in a family! If 
this is how evangelism first began in the Gospel story, so it 
must begin with us now.  

“This preparation begins at home!” 

Evangelism, simply put, is teaching others to know Jesus. 
He Himself told us how to do it. “Be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judæa, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). In other 
words, teach about Him in your family, your community, 
your nation, and the world. Teach them to know Him in 
order to prepare them to meet not only the new-born Babe 
in His advent at Bethlehem, but also the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords in his advent when He returns in glory at His 
Second Coming. This preparation begins at home! 

Father Erich Zwingert 
Rector of All Saints Anglican Church  
Mills River, NC 



Advent 1 - Thursday, December 1 

“When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the 
daughters of Zion, and shall have purged the blood of 

Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment, 
and by the spirit of burning.” 

  
Isaiah 4:4 (Morning Prayer, First Lesson) 

Advent is a season of washing, purging, burning, 
and cleansing. These virtues enable us to better 
contemplate the Four Last Things: Death, 

Judgment, Heaven, and Hell. Our contemplation of these 
things will open our hearts and souls to the meaning of 
Christ’s coming to us at Christmas, when we remember the 
outward and visible beginning of the Great Mystery of our 
Redemption. 

Christmas can have no meaning for us if we do not intend 
to be washed, purged, burnt, and cleansed for Christ’s 
coming. Christ was born once long ago, outwardly and 
visibly, in order to save us from ourselves so that He might 
be born again in us, inwardly and spiritually, on Christmas 
Day.  

To be born again in Jesus Christ on Christmas Day, we 
must die. To die, we must be washed of all our sins. Let us 
look within ourselves. Let us find our sins. Let us begin to 
repent and die to them. Death, our death, will wash us 
now. 



To be born again in Jesus Christ on Christmas Day, we 
must be judged now. Let us let Christ judge us now. Let us 
let Christ’s all-penetrating Light of Love judge us. Christ’s 
judgment of us now will purge us of all sins through which 
we have disobeyed Him, abandoned Him, and even 
crucified Him in others and in ourselves. Judgment, our 
judgment, will purge us now. 

“To be born again in Jesus Christ on Christmas 
Day, we must be judged now.” 

To be born again in Jesus Christ on Christmas Day, we 
must face Hell. Christ gives us a vision into Hell, the Hell 
that we have made for others and ourselves. Let us see that 
Hell is that disposition of character that has despaired of 
God’s intention to save us and all others. Let us repent of 
the Hell in which we have burned with despair and 
forgotten to hope. Hell, our Hell, will burn now. 

To be born again in Jesus Christ on Christmas Day, we 
must long for Heaven. Christ sits at God’s right hand and 
call us into Heaven, beginning now. Let us see that Christ 
pleads our case with God the Father in Heaven now. Let us 
set our affections on things above and not things of the 
earth where Christ begins to purify and cleanse our hearts 
for His Kingdom. Let us be born again, from Heaven. 
Heaven, our Heaven, will cleanse us now.   

Father William Martin 
Rector of Saint Michael and All Angels Church 
Arden, NC 



Advent 1 - Friday, December 2 

“And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty 
man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be 

humbled, But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in 
judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in 

righteousness.” 

Isaiah 5:15-16 (Morning Prayer, First Lesson)       

For the Friday in the first week in Advent, the 
reading from Isaiah 5 is certainly penitential. In 
their materialism, greed and self-indulgence, God’s 

people have ignored His word and His holy standards. The 
prophet unleashes a series of “woes” which point to 
particular transgressions. The prophet also predicts 
consequences to the nation. Of course, we know the 
historical application of the prophetic words to ancient 
Israel and Judah. Their spiritual and moral corruptions led 
to judgment through the historical process. They went into 
captivity and exile.  

The historical circumstances of ancient Israel also point 
to abuses in our time. Human beings, including professed 
Christians, repeatedly fall into similar corruption. So we 
must also listen to prophetic words of judgment. 



Reminding us of judgment and calling us to repentance are 
major purposes of Advent. As we prepare to observe the 
first coming of Christ and anticipate His second coming, we 
are reminded that God’s Word is a two-edged sword.  

Naturally, we prefer positive words, and Advent does 
bring expectation and hope. Humanity needs good news of 
divine grace. However, in order to appreciate the positive 
aspects of the divine Word, we first need to look at our 
fallen condition. Repentance is the first step toward 
forgiveness and comfort. We need to examine our lives — as 
individuals, as God’s people and as a society. We need to be 
aware of the ways that we have fallen short. We have erred 
through inattention and ignorance; we have also sinned 
through selfishness and willfulness. Individually and 
corporately, we have left good things undone, and we have 
done bad things.  

“Repentance is the first step toward forgiveness 
and comfort. We need to examine our lives . . .” 

Again and again, we fall under divine judgment, and we 
need repentance, forgiveness, faith and renewal. Advent is 
a special time for us to meditate on these themes as we 
think of Christ’s first coming, His daily and weekly coming 
to us in Word and Sacrament, and His final coming in glory 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

Father Dennis Washburn 
Assisting Priest in the Deanery of Appalachia 



Advent 1 - Saturday, December 3 

“And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus 
sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow 

me. And he arose and followed him.” 

Mark 2:14 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

The liturgical “comfortable words” of St. Paul 
remind us that Christ Jesus came into this world to 
save sinners. We see this played out in real life, in 

this snapshot of a day in the life of Jesus from St. Mark. We 
see Jesus surrounding himself with sinners. We see the 
church. Jesus’ simple call for Levi to follow him is a call for 
repentance and reconciliation.  



Levi was not a tax collector by accident. This position 
had to be applied for to the Roman officials. To be a Jew 
and hold this position meant you had chosen to take up 
with the enemy, branding yourself a traitor and outcast. 
Assuredly, Levi’s new decision to follow Jesus did not 
restore his position in his old life. He was still considered an 
outcast to his family and friends. What it did give him was 
new life in Christ.  

Jesus calls us to new life. We must, as Levi, walk away 
from our old ways and put on the new man. As new wine 
can not be put into old wine skins, our old ways cannot be 
blended in to the new life we receive through Christ.  

“We must, as Levi, walk away from our old 
ways and put on the new man.” 

Knowing this, it is vital, in this season, to do a thorough 
fall cleaning for any wrong attitudes or behaviors in our 
hearts, our souls and minds.  

Deacon Robert Shoup 
Saint Patrick’s Mission 
Brevard, NC 



Advent 2 - Sunday, December 4 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, who brings 

good tidings of good, who publishes salvation,  
who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’” 

Isaiah 52:7 (Morning Prayer, First Lesson) 

And [Gabriel] came to [Mary] and said, “Hail, full of 
grace, the Lord is with you!” 

Luke 1:28 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

These two readings from Isaiah and Luke appear 
together in Morning Prayer today, and it’s 
certainly no accident. The prophecy in Isaiah 

shows its true meaning in the gospel greeting.  



The good tidings publishing peace and good and 
salvation proclaims in no uncertain terms that Mary’s God 
and ours reigns indeed. Gabriel, whose name means “God 
is my strength,” continues a few verses later to announce 
about Jesus that “he will be great” (vs. 32.)  

A permanent deacon I once knew would read that 
passage at Mass on the Annunciation and always made it 
sound like a phrase popular media would use, “he will be 
great,” as if he were talking about some ball player or actor. 
The irony, of course, is that the latter has meaning only 
because of the former—that we know what being great is 
only because we know Jesus.  

As we go to Mass this morning, let’s keep this idea in 
mind, that Jesus is the very definition of greatness. To take 
an image from the secular world, if we look up “great” in 
the dictionary of our hearts, we should see in our minds’ 
eyes a picture of Jesus. 

Father Richard Bugyi-Sutter 
Assisting Priest at Saint George the Martyr 
Simpsonville, SC 



Advent 2 - Monday, December 5 

“… and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 

Isaiah 9:6 (Evening Prayer, First Lesson) 

One of the great themes of Advent is hope.  We read 
passages in the Old Testament of how the Israelites 
waited and longed for the Messiah to come and save 

them. As we wait to celebrate the birth of our Savior, we get 
in touch with that same longing and waiting of that blessed 
hope. Just a few verses before one of our Evening Prayer 
readings for today appears perhaps one of the most familiar 
prophecies about the birth of Christ, “For a child will be 
born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will 
rest upon His shoulders; and His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

Handel included those words in one of the great choruses 
of his Messiah oratorio. Chances are you either sing it or hear 
it several times every Christmas season. Unfortunately, we 
seem to pull this passage out of the box only during the 
holidays. It’s like one of the ornaments we use to decorate 
our houses. But have you ever thought about the rich truth 
this single verse teaches concerning the King of kings? 

 “A child will be born to us” underscores the Messiah’s 
humanity. He had to come as a human being in the form of a 
child, so He could endure the temptations men face, yet be 
without sin (Hebrews 4:15). 

“A son will be given to us” implies the Savior’s deity.  He 
came as the Son of God in human flesh to conquer sin and 
death forever. 



“The government will rest upon His shoulders” affirms His 
lordship. This verse looks to a time still in the future when 
Christ will reign over an earthly kingdom that encompasses 
all the kingdoms and governments of the world (Daniel 2:44; 
Zechariah 14:9). 

As God incarnate, Christ is a “Wonderful Counselor” 
because He is the Source of all truth.  Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life” ( John 14:6). 

He is the “Mighty God.” He is the One in creation who 
brought order out of chaos. Because Christ is God, He can 
forgive sin, defeat Satan, liberate people from the power of 
evil, redeem them, answer their prayers, restore their 
broken souls, and reign as Lord over their newly ordered 
lives. 

He is the “Eternal Father.” Nothing is too complex for the 
Creator and Sustainer of everything. Infinity and all its 
intricacies are nothing to Him who is the Alpha and Omega, 
the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

And finally, He is the “Prince of Peace.” In the Messiah’s 
kingdom there are no conflicts because He is the Prince of 
Peace. He offers peace from God (Romans 1:7) to all who are 
the recipients of His grace. He brings peace with God 
(Romans 5:1) to those who surrender to Him in faith; and He 
brings the peace of God (Philippians 4:7) to those who walk 
with Him. 

As we begin this second week of Advent we look forward 
in deep hope to the coming Messiah and reflect upon this 
powerful passage for He is our “Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, the Prince of Peace.”  He is the 
only hope of humankind. 

Father Ted Leenerts, Priest in Charge 
Holy Cross Anglican Church  
Farragut, TN 



Advent 2 - Tuesday, December 6 

St. Mark 3:7-19 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson)  

There are multiple themes in this excerpt from St. 
Mark’s Gospel, but I became especially focused on 
vv. 13-19, which is St. Mark’s account of the calling 

of the first twelve apostles. For us Anglican readers, this is a 
foundational precedent for our episcopal model of 
leadership, as we regard our bishops as the spiritual heirs 
of these twelve (or at least eleven) men. 

Here are the names of great heroes of the faith: Peter, a 
fisherman, who led the church in Jerusalem, and later 
Rome; James and John, also fishermen, John being the last 
apostle to live, and bishop of the church in Ephesus; 
Andrew, whom we remember as instantly responding to 
Jesus’ call and following him; Philip, who was present at the 
feeding of the multitudes; Bartholomew; Matthew, the 
exciseman who left his lucrative but despised job to follow 
Jesus; Thomas, whose skepticism about the resurrection 
was changed dramatically, and supposedly took the Gospel 
into India; and Thaddaeus, also known as Jude or 
Lebbaeus, for whom I have a special affinity, as I bear that 
name. These would be the leaders of the New Testament 
Church, taking on Jesus’ ministry when he was no longer 
among them. None of these men was especially noted for 
his wealth, learning, or social standing, but in them our 
Lord foresaw them accomplishing great things for the 
Gospel.  The powers of healing and teaching he passed on 



to them, because they would be exercising them in his 
name and stead. 

Then our lesson concludes with a very unpleasant 
surprise: “…and Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who betrayed 
him.” We all know his story: this apostle, called and 
commissioned like the others, and walking and talking with 
Jesus, for thirty silver coins, betrayed his Lord and Master 
to his accusers. A traitor! How could Jesus, with his 
omniscient foreknowledge, even consider placing a “bad 
apple” in such an important position? 

In our country (USA), with its open press, we are made 
keenly aware of the moral failures of our secular leaders.  
The news media loves stories of the fall of the mighty. We, 
the public, are nearly numbed by this sort of news. We treat 
is as something completely inevitable and expected. 

For the believer, the failure of a leader in the church is a 
great disappointment. While a certain part of the press, 
especially that part intent to discredit the church, rejoices, 
we feel emotions of betrayal, just as Christ himself was 
betrayed by Judas. Our faith rests on a serious and 
important commitment; then we learn that our trust has 
been misplaced. Betrayals by leaders in the church include 
moral failure, financial offense, or false teaching. Some of 
us have had experience in Christian bodies that were 
harmed by these failures. We thought that our system could 
screen out such people before they advanced into high 
office. Some of us are so discouraged that we disengage 
from our Christian faith entirely. How could the church 
have chosen these people? How could our Lord have 
chosen Judas? 



I happen to think that Jesus knew exactly what he was 
doing on that mountain long ago. The example of Judas 
would always warn his church that it was vulnerable to 
attack from within. It is but one strategy of our Enemy.  The 
church would have to develop means of discipline against 
bad leaders and false teachers. Judas, shortly after his 
heinous act, experienced great remorse. He returned the 
thirty silver coins, blood money, and died. No matter which 
account of Judas’ death we read, his end was not good. 
Today’s church must respond readily to its modern Judases. 
How it responds will determine if it remains the body of 
Christ, or just another flawed human institution. In Judas’ 
case, he was replaced by Matthias. The remaining eleven 
apostles not only maintained the church, but spread it all 
over the known world.  To one of those apostles, St. Peter, 
Jesus made the promise that the gates of hell would not 
prevail against (his church) (St. Matthew xvi:18). Thank you, 
God, for the faithful shepherds who guard your church. 

Deacon Thad Osborne 
Holy Cross Anglican Church 
Farragut, TN 



 



Advent 2 - Wednesday, December 7 

“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him…” 
  

 Isaiah 11:1-2 (Morning Prayer, First Lesson) 

There was a dead tree in the front of our church, St. 
Peter the Apostle. Concerned that it might fall and 
damage the church, we had the tree cut down. Lo 

and behold, as we were doing yard work at the church this 
fall, we discovered that shoots had emerged from our 
“dead” stump! The significance of this unexpected life and 
growth serves as an object lesson for one the scriptures  we 
read today. 

Today’s Old Testament lesson is one of the great 
prophecies in Isaiah concerning the Messiah (interesting 
Advent note: Handel’s Messiah lyrics include ten selections 
from the book of Isaiah). The middle verses are beautiful 
and inspiring; “…with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth.… 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the 
fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them… 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea…” 

However, I want to draw our attention to the first verse 
and the last verse referring to the “stump” of Jesse. Isaiah, 



Chapter 10 ends with the ominous wrath of God against the 
evil of man portrayed as God wielding an axe to clear cut an 
entire forest. Yet there is a stump left — the stump of Jesse, 
the father of King David. Out of this stump a shoot grows — 
that of the Messiah through whom we see “God and sinners 
reconciled.” 

The same hubris and evil of man evident in Isaiah’s time 
is clearly seen on display in our world today. It is easy for 
us to despair as we see the church shrinking in our country. 
Yet, just as the shoots emerged from the dead stump in our 
church yard, the Messiah emerges to bring hope and 
reconciliation to the world today. 2,000 years ago, Jesus 
Christ came to world in the Christmas Incarnation. Today 
He comes into the world through His Church, again 
bringing hope and reconciliation to our world. 

As we prepare to celebrate His birth at Christmas, let us 
also prepare for the wondrous things He is going to do 
through His Church in 2023. We conclude with this blessing 
from the Apostle Paul in the book of Romans, Chapter 15: 
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he 
who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 
hope.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 

Scott Eddlemon 
Seminarian at Saint Peter the Apostle Anglican Church 
Kingsport, TN  



Advent 2 - Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
Wednesday, December 8  

O ALMIGHTY God, who didst endue with singular grace the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of our Lord: Vouchsafe, we 
beseech thee, to hallow our bodies in purity, and our souls in 

humility and love; through the same our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen 

Collect for The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
(American Missal, Scottish Propers) 

In the Church’s Kalendar, there are only 3 Feast Days 
in honor of someone’s conception: Our Lord’s on 
March 25th, St. John the Baptist on June 24th, and 

Our Lady’s on December 8th. The Church has marked these 
days as a special occasion on which to celebrate and reflect 
on their meaning for salvation’s history. The significance of 
Our Lady’s conception is reflected in the Collect for today’s 
feast. The Collect tells us that God prepared Our Lady’s 



entrance into existence with a singular grace. This means 
that St. Mary has always been part of God’s saving plan for 
His creatures. 

  
God isn’t surprised by the events of history, but rather, 

all history bear’s witness to God’s providence. Mary Most 
Holy was born to an older couple, St. Joachim and St. Anna, 
devout Jews who had endured years of barrenness. By 
incorporating the humble handmaid into His saving plan, 
and by blessing Sts. Joachim and Anna to be the parents of 
the new Ark of the Covenant, God demonstrates that it is 
the lowly and meek of the world that are truly blessed.  

“By incorporating the humble handmaid into 
His saving plan … God demonstrates that it is 
the lowly and meek of the world that are truly 

blessed.” 

Throughout Advent, let us reflect that our God is a God of 
surprises who comes to us when we least expect it. Call to 
mind that Our Lord promised to come as a “thief in the 
night.” Let us, like Sts. Joachim, Anna and Blessed Mary, be 
ready and watchful to give our “be it unto me” to Christ 
when he returns. 

Father Joshua Kimbril 
Rector of Saint Matthew’s Anglican Church 
Weaverville, NC 



Advent 2 - Friday, December 9 

“…the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed.” 

Isaiah 24:23 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

  

As we come to the end of the second week in 
Advent, we are reminded of the hope of glory, 
eternal life given to us by the first and second 

coming of Christ. The words from our reading this morning 
in Isaiah gives us a glimpse of Christ’s second coming. The 
prophet’s description of that last day, Christ’s return, is 
echoed in Revelation “…and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood.” Here is 
evidence that no earthly greatness will escape the judgment 
of God.  

In 2 Peter 3:10, the apostle writes about the day of the 
Lord, “…in which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up.” Scripture does not mince words; the world is going to 
come to an end! A sobering thought. However, in v. 24:16 
from Isaiah, we are told that songs are heard from the 
uttermost part of the earth, glory to the righteous. Those 



who have been steadfast in the faith and who have kept 
watch are not fearful. They are singing! And it is the joyful 
song of a bride who has long awaited the arrival of her 
groom.  

“Those who have been steadfast in the faith and 
who have kept watch are not fearful.” 

The righteous know that this great event, which is to 
come, is the hope of His Church. We are the New 
Jerusalem, making way for the fulfillment of God’s Kingdom 
in the new heaven and new earth. It is a fundamental truth 
of our faith that has become less evident in a world where 
Advent is a bygone commemoration, and Christmas, which 
begins earlier each year, is all but completely obscured by 
consumeristic excitement. Yet, we are not disheartened. 
For we know that all injustices will be set aright when the 
Son of Man is revealed and all of creation is judged by the 
Incarnate Lord.  

In His humanity, He knows well our battles with 
temptation. In His divinity, He will judge fairly our 
shortcomings. This promise is why we cry “Maranatha!” 
Come, O Lord! Following the words of St. Joan of Arc, “I am 
not afraid, I was made for this,” we will sing because we 
were expectant.  

Deaconess Cynthia Hensley 
All Saints Anglican Church 
Mills River, NC 



Advent 2 - Saturday, December 10 

“Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 
stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation: he that 

believeth shall not make haste.” 

Isaiah 28:16 (Evening Prayer, Second Lesson) 

In the book of Ephesians, when Saint Paul is describing the 
Church, he speaks of it using the apt metaphor of a temple 
structure. He says that through Christ we are no more 
strangers and foreigners but “of the household of God … 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone … an holy temple 
of the Lord … an habitation of God through the Spirit” 
(Ephesians 2:18-22). Anyone who has ever been to Jerusalem 
and seen the foundation stones beneath the ground of that 
temple area beside the Western Wall, has seen the immense 
and immovable nature of those stones. Those stones are not 
going anywhere. 

When the prophet Isaiah was confronting the wickedness 
of those who ruled the people of Jerusalem in his day, he said 
that they had rejected their covenant with God, and made a 
covenant with death and hell, and that rather than placing 
themselves in the hand of God, they had made lies their 
refuge and falsehood their hiding place (Isaiah 28:15). Isaiah 
goes on to prophesy that this covenant will be disannulled, 
and even the verbal report of the wrath that was coming 
would be a constant source of vexation for those who had 
abandoned God. In other words, those who put their trust in 



sin would soon be scattered just as those who built their 
house upon the sand would soon suffer destruction 
(Matthew 7:24-7). But instead, Isaiah recalls the true 
covenant and the real place of safety, saying “…thus saith the 
Lord God, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation…’” 
(Isaiah 28:16). 

“Stand on no foundation but that of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief 

cornerstone.” 

The stones you may see in Jerusalem today were put in 
place by King Herod just before the time of Christ, but the 
temple that Isaiah knew was built with the same construction 
principles. The stability of these structures depends upon 
the chief cornerstone. The temple depended upon the chief 
cornerstone and likewise the Church depends upon the chief 
cornerstone which is Jesus Christ. Isaiah says, “he that 
believeth shall not make haste,” and likewise we believe 
today, that since the gates of hell shall not prevail against the 
Church, Jesus Christ being her chief cornerstone, that none 
who believe and who are built up into that structure will ever 
need to “make haste,” to flee, to panic, or to hurry about 
looking for shelter in the day of wrath. This Advent, 
remember your covenant with God and seek no shelter but 
the shelter of the Church. Flee to no one for comfort but the 
Holy Spirit. Stand on no foundation but that of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone.       

Father Paul Rivard 
Rector of Saint George the Martyr Anglican Church 
Simpsonville, SC 



Advent 3 - Sunday, December 11 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and 
redeemed his people.” 

Luke 1:68 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

This text is from the “Benedictus” (BCP p.14) which 
we sing or say in Morning Prayer. It is taken from a 
prophetic utterance of John the Baptist’s father, 

Zacharias. If you will remember the story, as he was 
ministering in the Temple, Zacharias received a visitation 
from the Archangel Gabriel (the same angel who later 
appeared to Mary at the Annunciation of Christ.) Gabriel 
spoke to him, saying, “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is 
heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John.” (Luke 1:13) He then proceeded to 
prophesy of John’s ministry.  

  
Zacharias understandably found this word hard to receive; 

and asked “Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, 
and my wife well stricken in years.” (Luke 1:18.)  Gabriel gave 
him an answer to his question, “I am Gabriel, that stand in 
the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to 
shew thee these glad tidings. And, behold, thou shalt be 
dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things 
shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, 
which shall be fulfilled in their season.” (Luke 1:19-20) He 
asked for a sign, and he got one.  

Our story for today takes up after the birth of John. At his 
briss (circumcision) the neighbors and cousins in attendance 
wanted him to be named Zacharias, after his father. Elisabeth 
was having none of this, remembering the word of the angel, 
she declared, “he shall be called John.” The guests argued 
with her saying none of the kindred were named John. To 
settle the matter, they asked Zacharias, who, as his father, 
was the only one who had the right to name his son. He 



asked for a writing table, and he wrote “his name is John.” At 
that instant, his speech was restored, and he praised God 
and gave the prophecy from which our text for today is 
taken. 

The first thing to understand about this prophecy is it is 
not primarily about John, but rather about the One he was 
sent to proclaim, which is to say, the Messiah. Zacharias’ 
prophecy does conclude with a prophecy about John’s 
ministry, “And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
prepare his ways…” (Luke 1:76), but it is in the Incarnation 
and life of the Messiah God has visited his people; it is in his 
sacrificial death He has redeemed his people. Of course, 
Zacharias and his hearers were probably taking “his people” 
to refer to Israel, which of course it does, but also to those 
who will be called into the New Israel, the Church. We, as 
much as the Jewish people, have been visited by God in the 
person of Christ Jesus, and we, as much as the Jewish people, 
have been redeemed. Redemption is a slippery concept, but 
it has to do with buying something back, for instance, goods 
that have been pawned. Our deliverance from sin and death 
is indeed a redemption, as Jesus said of himself, “the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many”  (Mark 10:34). The only 
problem comes in if we ask, “to whom did he pay the price?”  
There are no satisfactory answers to that; I think “the 
ransom” is an analogy for something far beyond our 
comprehension.   

The invitation Zachariah’s prophecy extends to us this 
Advent is to join John in proclaiming the coming of Messiah 
to as many as we can. Then we, too, “… shalt be called the 
prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of 
the Lord to prepare his ways…”  (Luke 1:76).  

Father Nicholas Henderson 
Vicar of Saint Patrick’s Mission 
Brevard, NC 



Advent 3 - Monday, December 12 

“Is it not yet a very little while…” 

Isaiah 29:17 (Evening Prayer, Second Lesson) 

The Book of the Prophet Isaiah is replete with 
pictures of the coming Messianic Age and the 
Messiah Himself. In this evening’s passage from 

Isaiah, we are treated to some of the classic marks of the 
messianic era: the deaf shall hear, the blind shall see, the 
meek shall obtain joy, etc. And yet, interspersed 
throughout the passage are dire warnings to those who 
would usurp God’s prerogatives and fail to follow His will. 
What the lesson lays out for us is that God will shower his 
divine blessings on the faithful and rain down punishment 
on the faithless. 

There is, however, a sense of urgency in this passage for 
Isaiah sees the coming of the Messianic Age as something 
that is nearly upon us, something which will occur in “a 
very little while.” That sense of urgency, which we see 
throughout the prophets of the Old Testament, is meant to 
bring about a response of preparation from God’s people. 
In short, make ready. The way we, as God’s people today, 



are to make ready for the coming of the Messiah is precisely 
what was expected of His people in ancient times: Turn 
back to Him and follow His will. That is what is meant when 
we hear John the Baptist echo Isaiah’s words, “Make 
straight the way of the Lord” ( John 1:23). John also tells us 
in much simpler terms how and why we do this: “Repent 
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2). The 
urgency of the prophets has now reached its climax in the 
words of John for the kingdom of heaven, the messianic 
age, is now. 

“Turn back to Him and follow His will.” 

This urgency should be part and parcel of our faith in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He Himself emphasized this 
urgency when he said, “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). It is wanted that we, in thanksgiving 
for His coming at Bethlehem and His coming into our 
hearts by faith, that we should continue in that urgency, 
following the words of the hymn by Charles Bax, made 
popular in the musical Godspell: “Turn back, O man, 
forswear thy foolish ways.” For in doing so, we will be 
prepared for His Second Advent, when He shall come to 
judge the world. So turn back, repent, make ready, and 
“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh” (Matt. 25:13). 

Father Erich Zwingert 
Rector of All Saints Anglican Church 
Mills River, NC 



Advent 3 - Tuesday, December 13 

"If I may but touch his clothes, I shall be whole.” 

Mark 5:28 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

The history of touch as a vehicle of power dates at least as 
far back as the Greek myth about King Midas. This 
Phrygian king of Ovid's Metamorphosis was 

simultaneously blessed and cursed by the god Dionysus who, at 
Midas'' short-sighted request, granted him the power of 
chrysopoeia, turning anything he touched into gold. The ancient 
Jewish and Christian Scriptures are also replete with stories and 
admonitions about the power and importance of touch. The 
book of Genesis contains one of the earliest references to touch 
as a mediator between the sacred and the forbidden when God 
warns Adam and Eve about the fruit of the tree in the middle of 
the Garden of Eden: “But of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, God hath said, ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die” (Genesis 3:3). 

Touch as a carefully guarded interface between the holy and 
profane and the divine and human is further emphasized in the 
interactions between the Israelites and Jehovah. Before Moses 
climbed Mount Sinai to receive the commandments of the Lord, 
God admonished the people, “Take heed to yourselves, that ye 
go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever 
toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death” (Exodus 19:12). 
This same severe warning was given to the Levites about the 
transportation of the Tabernacle when God instructed Moses in 
Numbers 4: “the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it (the 
Tabernacle): but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they 
die.” 

As one of the five physical senses gifted to humankind, touch 
is a major articulation between the human body and its physical 
surroundings. Tactile sensation provides a wealth of information 
to the human brain about the body's surrounding environment. 
Interpersonal touch also releases hormones such as oxytocin 
(the “cuddle hormone”) and endorphins (endogenous opioids) 
that affect and effect human desire and emotion. However, the 
physical sense of touch also mediates in the arena of the soul. 



Proper body theology asserts that humans are not simply souls 
residing in bodies but are both body and soul together. This dual 
characteristic of humans means that the body and the soul are 
relationally interactive. What the soul does affects the body, and 
what the body does affects the soul. The ramifications of this are 
many and leave no room for Gnostic devaluation of the body and 
its engagement with its environment. Scripture speaks to this 
power and consequence of touch when God says in Leviticus 5, 
“if a soul touch any unclean thing...he also shall be unclean, and 
guilty.” The soul is contaminated by the actions of the body. The 
converse is also true. Physical touch touches the soul. The 
prophet Isaiah demonstrates this, as well as the healing power of 
touch, when he says, “Then said I, ‘Woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a man of unclean lips...for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts’...And he (the seraphim)... laid it (a live 
coal from the altar of God) upon my mouth, and said, ‘Lo, this 
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged’” (Isaiah 6:5). 

“If I may but touch his clothes, I shall be whole.” Touch is, in 
so many ways, sacramental. Touch is an outward and visible sign 
of inward and spiritual grace. If our bodies touch evil, both our 
body and soul are tainted. The pursuit and touch of Good by our 
souls purifies both soul and body. Disobediently touching the 
border of Mount Sinai would have brought death upon the 
Israelites. Humbly and desperately touching the border of 
Christ's cloak brought healing and life to this faith-filled, outcast 
woman. This destitute, unclean, and forlorn creature 
demonstrated her inner faith by her outward touch. Christ 
touched the twelve-year old, only daughter of the synagogue 
leader, as he did countless other people, to effect physical 
healing and forgiveness of both the body and the soul by His 
touch, that Divine touch which was both verbal and physical, 
immaterial and material, metaphorical and literal. God touched 
us once monumentally to achieve our justification and continues 
to touch us with the work of His Spirit in our lives. May we 
always be reaching out and touching Him as we daily walk this 
sacramental path of sanctification of our bodies and souls.  

Doctor Eric Byrd  
Seminarian at All Saints Anglican Church 
Mills River, NC 



Advent 3 - Wednesday, December 14 

“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 

world. Amen.” 

St. Matthew 28:18-20 (Evening Prayer, Second Lesson)  

Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of 
Jesus Christ on Christmas Day. In it, we prepare to 
remember with grateful hearts that the Word was 

made flesh long ago. In it, we pray that the Word might be 
made flesh in us once again. Advent makes us ready for the 
coming of Christ that begins at Bethlehem but always moves 
towards the Cross of Calvary and beyond into the 
Resurrection, Ascension, and the days of Pentecost. Advent 
brings us into Death, Judgment, Hell, and Heaven. Advent 
brings us into death that there might be birth, Christ’s birth 
in us, and then another death.  

The Babe of Bethlehem was born to die. The Babe of 
Bethlehem invites us onto the Pilgrimage that includes the 
ongoing cycle of birth and death. At the end of His earthly 
mission, Christ sent His Apostles out into the world to preach 
the Gospel of Birth, Death, and New Life. What they were to 
preach was the One Baptism for the Forgiveness of Sins. This 
is the new birth into the Death of Jesus Christ. Christ’s Death 
is the Forgiveness of Sins. Christ is the Forgiveness of Sins 
made flesh. In Christ’s Death, you and I are judged but 
forgiven. In Christ’s Death, you and I die to ourselves and 



come alive to God the Father through the indwelling of the 
Holy Ghost. 

“Advent makes us ready for the coming of Christ 
that begins at Bethlehem but always moves towards 

the Cross of Calvary and beyond into the 
Resurrection, Ascension, and the days of Pentecost.” 

We don’t like to think of the blending of the birth of 
Bethlehem’s Infant Babe with Death. But we must. Christ was 
born to die. Christ’s Life in our midst was an ongoing Death. 
This Death is True Life. In this Death, by the indwelling of 
the Holy Ghost, you and I, in some mysterious way, are born 
to share in Christ’s sufferings and Death. In this Death, we 
are invited to die to all that is not of God in Jesus Christ. 
Advent makes us ready to be born to die, to die and to live, to 
live and to spread the Good News that the Forgiveness of Sins 
is not dead and gone, but has Risen Up, is alive and well, in 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

As we prepare for the Birth of the Infant Child of 
Bethlehem, let us prepare to be born also for Death. Let us 
prepare to be born again from above. We shall be born from 
above, as the Word is made flesh in us. We shall be born from 
above, as the same Word made flesh invites us to journey 
into Death and beyond. We shall be born again from above if 
the Forgiveness of Sins is Resurrected in us and our hearts 
are set for Heaven and not Hell, cleaving to Heaven’s King, 
the Ascended and Glorified Infant Child of Bethlehem.      

Father William Martin 
Rector of Saint Michael and All Angels Church 
Arden, NC 



Advent 3 - Thursday, December 15 

“And he marvelled because of their unbelief. And he 
went round about the villages, teaching.” 

Mark 6:1-6 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

On this Thursday morning after Advent 3, the New 
Testament reading is from St. Mark 6. Jesus 
comes to his home village Nazareth and the 

people do not respond well. The biographical context is 
significant. Jesus grew up in this village with His family. 
Joseph was well-known as a carpenter, and Jesus had 
probably followed His presumed father into that craft. His 
family members were observant Jews, and Jesus had 
probably participated in Sabbath services over the years.  

Afterwards, Jesus had gone away. He was baptized and 
tempted in the wilderness. He started His ministry in 
Capernaum and other Galilean villages. Before returning to 
Nazareth, He was already acclaimed as a preacher and 
miracle worker. 

So when Jesus returned to Nazareth, there was some 
public curiosity — perhaps a mixture of local pride and 
jealousy or doubt. When Jesus taught on the Sabbath, there 



was a two-fold reaction: astonishment and offense. Jesus 
does not come across as simply a hometown boy. He 
teaches with unique authority. (Luke 4:17-22 adds that Jesus 
reads from Isaiah 61 and implies that He is the Lord’s 
anointed or Messiah.) The people of Nazareth are not 
convinced. They assume they know all about Him, and they 
are not really open to Jesus’ divine mission. As a whole, 
they do not have faith, and Jesus is unable to do much there 
except heal a few sick individuals. 

Sadly, many church people tend to be much like the 
people of Nazareth. We are familiar with Jesus, and we 
honor Him in certain ways, but we are so familiar with Him 
that we may not have strong faith. We think we know what 
to expect, and we are not always open to what God is still 
doing through His Christ.  

“Sadly, many church people tend to be much 
like the people of Nazareth.” 

One theme of Advent is being open to stronger faith. As 
we think of Christ’s coming into the world, let us not take 
Him for granted. Rather, let us be open to Him and have 
faith in Him. In that way, He can come among us anew and 
perform great works in our lives. 

Father Dennis Washburn 
Assisting Priest in the Deanery of Appalachia 



Advent 3 - Friday, December 16 

“A broken and contrite heart, O God,  
thou wilt not despise.” 

Psalm 51:17 (Psalm for Ember Friday, Evening Prayer) 

Psalm 51 is sometimes referred to as The Sinners 
Guide because it gives us a pattern that shows a 
sinner how to be restored to God’s grace. It shows 

us that the one who acknowledges their sin before God as 
did David will be forgiven, and the one who ignores or 
rationalizes their sin will not be forgiven. 

In his brokenness David came to realize that a broken 
and contrite heart was the only sacrifice he could offer to a 
loving and merciful God he had sinned against. This 
brokenness is not a self-loathing or clinical depression. It is 
the response to a conviction of the Holy Spirit of separation 



from God and a spiritual need to be in communion with 
God. It is the realization of our weakness and corruption. 

It is only in this brokenness that we are able to confess 
our sins to God and be received into his grace.  It is only 
when we empty our hearts of all pride and arrogance that 
we may know the grace Jesus spoke of in his Sermon on the 
Mount.  

“It is only when we empty our hearts of all pride 
and arrogance that we may know the grace 

Jesus spoke of …” 

This season of Advent is a time to ask the Holy Spirit if we 
are poor in spirit enough to inherit the kingdom of heaven. 
To reveal any sin that is before us. To cry out to the one 
whose coming we await so that he may wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. That at his 
coming we may greet him with great joy instead of fearful 
anticipation of our judge. 

Deacon Robert Shoup 
Saint Patrick’s Mission 
Brevard, NC 



Advent 3 - Saturday, December 17 

“For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 

tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”  

Hebrews 4:15 (Evening Prayer, Second Lesson) 

“I’ve been there.” Such comforting words of connection to 
hear from someone when we are going through something 
that seems so insurmountable. A person does not have to be a 
licensed professional to understand what someone else is 
going through when they themselves have had to travel down 
that path before. “I’ve been there” are words that are earned 
through past experienced pain. When tragedy strikes, when 
things don’t go our way, when the whole world seems to be 
ending, having someone that has survived the same 
apocalypse who can sympathize with us is deeply comforting. 

The author of Hebrews is drawing from this deeply 
comforting idea, reminding us that “we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weakness” (ESV). 
While we worship the God of all creation, who is so far above 
anything we can imagine, categorically different then us, the 
mystery of the Incarnation is that God Almighty came from 
the eternal bliss and happiness of Heaven and joined us in the 
pain and suffering of this world to restore this world. Our God 
was fully man just as He was fully God. 



“… the mystery of the Incarnation is that God 
Almighty came from the eternal bliss and 

happiness of Heaven and joined us in the pain 
and suffering of this world to restore this 

world.” 

The pain we experience is the same pain that He 
experienced. The same heart break we experience is the same 
heart break He experienced. He woke up sleepy sometimes 
just like us, His belly grumbled after missing a meal just like 
us, His feet were sore after traveling all day, just like us. Our 
God became human so that He could experience the full range 
of the human experience, both the good and the bad. The 
only difference in His humanity is that He never gave into the 
temptations, He was sinless. 

When we are praying, remember that He has been there. 
When we bring our hurt before God, remember that He 
knows. When we pray about how difficult things are, He also 
knows. Even when we bring our struggles with temptations to 
Him, He knows how that feels and how to overcome those 
temptations. Know that when we bring our concerns to Him 
in prayer, He will say, “I’ve been there.” 

Father Scott Greene 
Rector of Saint Peter the Apostle Anglican Church 
Kingsport, TN 



Advent 4 - Sunday, December 18 

“I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord.” 

( John 1:23 - from the Gospel reading for Advent 4) 

In our Gospel today from John 1:19-28, the priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem ask John the Baptist several 
questions about his identity. When they first ask, 

“Who are you?” John anticipates what is in their hearts and 
minds. They want to know whether or not he is the long – 
awaited and promised Messiah, the Christ. After several 
more questions and almost in frustration, the priests and 
Levites ask, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to 
those who sent us?”  

John gives them a clear answer. He is the voice crying in 
the desert (Isaiah 40:3). Like Malachi, Isaiah foretold the 
coming of John the Baptist long ago. The mission of the 
voice in the wilderness is to point to Christ and announce 
to the people: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” 

John points beyond himself. Yes, he drew crowds. Yes, 
people showed up to hear what he had to say. Yes, he faced 
opposition. Yes, he paid the ultimate price for his devotion 
to God’s purposes in the world. The whole time, however, 
he knew it wasn’t about him. It was about Jesus. 



This is a good lesson for all of us, especially at this time of 
year. Here we are with one week before Christmas. If your 
family is like mine, these last several days and this final 
week have been compressed and stressed with all the 
hustle and bustle of the holidays. We tend to over-schedule 
ourselves and be filled with meetings, travel, business and 
church events, family get togethers, social events, and yes, 
even Christmas shopping.  

In addition, for us clergy who wear several hats, we may 
also find ourselves saturated with the responsibilities of 
pastoral care: ministering to the sick, administering the 
sacraments, teaching, counseling, organizing services, 
leading the vestry, and trying to maintain our balance 
between church and home. At church, events tend to ramp 
up; congregations pull out the marketing stops preparing 
for the Christmas Eve and morning crowds. We can easily 
become tired and unfocused on “the real reason for the 
season.” It is a good time to remember that John the Baptist 
pointed to Jesus, the focus not being on his finger as the 
pointing tool, but on the powerful One who was to come.  

At times like this, I need to keep reminding myself, “It’s 
not about you, it’s about Jesus. Point the people to Jesus.” 
Perhaps my biggest takeaway from this Gospel of John, and 
hopefully yours as well, is during this intense holiday 
season to realize we will never be Jesus, but we will always 
be our own God-given versions of John the Baptist… by 
keep pointing to Jesus. 

   
Father Ted Leenerts, Priest in Charge 
Holy Cross Anglican Church 
Farragut, TN 



Advent 4 - Monday, December 19 

“And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, 
that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak 

unto thee, and to show thee these glad tidings.” 

Luke 1:19 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

Today’s second lesson at Morning Prayer, from St. 
Luke’s gospel, is far more than a side-show en 
route to Christmas. There are three principal 

characters in the story: the elderly priest, Zacharias, his 
similarly elderly wife, Elisabeth, and their son, John, who 
would announce the coming of Jesus by calling the nation 
to repentance. 

Zacharias, like every priest, has a task to perform during 
his shift in the Temple. His task was to burn incense on a 
special altar devoted to that purpose. More than likely, he 
had been performing his task for decades. I am sure he had 
mastered the work of preparing and burning incense.  It 
was a well-executed routine, on which Zacharias would be 
completely focused. 

On the day described in our lesson, he was suddenly 
approached by the angel Gabriel. Although Gabriel 
presented impeccable credentials (“I stand in the presence 
of God”), Zacharias remains focused on his incense. When 
Gabriel announces that Elisabeth will be the mother of John 



the Baptist, he believed his imagination had gone wild. He 
reacts to Gabriel with complete disbelief. For this, the aged 
priest, because he would not hear, was stricken mute. He 
remained in that state until John’s birth. 

We are now in the fourth week of Advent. Our minds are 
occupied with preparation for the great feast of Christmas; 
we are “making our list and checking it twice.” Are our 
minds, ears, and eyes open to the message of the Gospel? 
Can we admit the possibility that God may work a miracle 
in our midst? 

“Are our minds, ears, and eyes open to the 
message of the Gospel? Can we admit the 

possibility that God may work a miracle in our 
midst?” 

One way to be open to God’s message during this busy 
season is to make the Daily Offices a part of each day. This 
time with God and his word will open our ears, hearts, and 
minds to his message. It will restore balance to this season 
as well as all the days of the year. May God continue to bless 
your Advent preparation and your Christmas. 

Deacon Thad Osborne 
Holy Cross Anglican Church 
Farragut, TN 



Advent 4 - Tuesday, December 20 

“For nothing will be impossible with God.”  

Luke 1:37 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

While attending Yale University in the 
mid-1960s, a student wrote an economics 
term paper on the need for reliable overnight 

delivery in a computerized information age. His professor 
was less than impressed and responded: “The concept is 
interesting and well-formed, but in order to earn better 
than a ‘C’, the idea must be feasible.” 

The student, Fred Smith, went on to found Federal 
Express. Those of us who lived in the ’60’s can think of 
many things today that seemed impossible at the time: 
microwave ovens, computers, and cell phones just to name 
a few (remember Dick Tracy’s two-way wristwatch radio?)! 

Ironically, we now easily accept these modern day 
“impossibilities”, yet we struggle to believe that God 
himself can do the impossible. Thankfully, the Virgin Mary 
was willing to accept the impossible. While the Bible 
records several miraculous pregnancies occurring in old 



age, Mary was asked to believe that she would become 
pregnant without the interaction of a human partner. 
Impossible, indeed, yet she believed. 

God may ask us individually or as a church to do 
impossible things this coming year. After all, Jesus tells us in 
the book of John: 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will 
also do the works that I do; and greater works than these 
will he do, because I am going to the Father.” John 14:12 

“When we hear our calling may we respond as 
Mary did: “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 

let it be to me according to your word.” 

Let us prepare ourselves this Advent for the celebration 
of the Incarnation AND for great works God will call His 
church to do in 2023. May we listen carefully and act 
faithfully. When we hear our calling may we respond as 
Mary did: “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” 

Scott Eddlemon 
Seminarian at Saint Peter the Apostle Anglican Church 
Kingsport, TN 



Advent 4 - Saint Thomas  
Wednesday, December 21 

 “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 

and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” 

John 14:2-3 (Gospel for the Feast of Saint Thomas) 

In the Gospel for the Feast of St. Thomas, we see Our 
Lord preparing his disciples for His return to the 
Father. Christ has departed to prepare us all a place 

with Him. He also commissioned his disciples to go out and 
convert the world with His Gospel. St. Thomas was one of 
those that were chosen to bear the Good News to all 
nations. This demonstrates that God intimately involves His 
creatures in his plan for the redemption of the world. The 
Scriptures reveal that many of those chosen to be Apostles 
were weak and foolish, but nevertheless, Our Lord deigns 
to use them as instruments of His grace. St. Thomas 
himself, often referred to by the epitaph “doubting”, would 
experience a great conversion upon his encounter with the 
risen Lord. After placing his hands in the wounds of Jesus, 



St. Thomas then goes on to place himself in danger for 
Christ, finally being martyred in what is now India.  

“When Christ returns, let us be ready to greet 
Him having been fed on the Sacraments of the 

Church and shepherded by the Bishops that 
God has placed over us.” 

Christ also assures His followers that he would return for 
them. In the meantime, just as Christ prepares a place for 
us with His Father, so his Apostles are charged with 
preparing us to be children of the Father. Through the 
apostolic succession of our Bishops, we still have men that 
are charged with preparing us for communion with God. 
When Christ returns, let us be ready to greet Him having 
been fed on the Sacraments of the Church and shepherded 
by the Bishops that God has placed over us. Let us also 
imitate St. Thomas and overcome the doubts that we have 
about ourselves and our faith. We can only do this in the 
same way that St. Thomas did, by encountering the risen 
Christ. This is something that we do in the Divine Liturgy, 
where Almighty God allows us to feast on His Body and His 
Blood. This intimate encounter with the crucified and 
resurrected God should lead us, like St. Thomas, to go and 
lose our lives for the Gospel. 

Father Joshua Kimbril 
Rector of Saint Matthew’s Anglican Church 
Weaverville, NC 



Advent 4 - Thursday, December 22 

“…the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and 
his servants shall serve him.” 

Revelation 22:3 (Evening Prayer, Second Lesson) 

  

Christmastide, the birth of our Savior, a new dawn 
for this fallen creation, is but two days away. Yet 
we find ourselves in a world where Christmas is 

almost over. In the weeks following Christ’s birth, the 
bright lights and decorations will fade away quickly, and 
evergreens will be tossed to the curb. Their brittle branches 
and dried needles will bear no resemblance to the splendor 
they possessed only days before. Abruptly, the anticipation 
and awe of one magical day melts away like a dusting, 
midnight snow in dawn's bright sun. However, as the dark 
hush of winter steals the brilliance of this season from 
most, we Anglicans will still be singing, “O tidings of 
comfort and joy!” Christmas Day for us is not an end but a 
glorious beginning. “Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of 
Israel!” 
  

Our reading from Revelation this evening is for those of 
us who have journeyed through the narrow gate of Advent, 
endeavoring along the way to avoid the trappings of a 
worldly holiday. What we find tonight in the Apocalypse is 
a small shard of sunlight, breaking the dark horizon of our 



penitent hearts. The Incarnation, a humble babe in a 
manger, brings to us the crown of a promise, spoken by the 
prophets.  

It is a surprising truth that the power of the higher has 
come down to include the less. C. S. Lewis writes in his 
book Miracles, “Everywhere the great enters the little—its 
power to do so is almost the test of its greatness.” God has 
entered the little and put into motion His plan for our 
salvation. But that plan goes far beyond Christmas 
morning.  What the scripture reading for Evening Prayer 
tells us is that the Son of Man will come again in majesty to 
glorify and rule over His creation.  

“The Incarnation, a humble babe in a manger, 
brings to us the crown of a promise, spoken by 

the prophets.” 

Unlike those dying, discarded evergreens, our splendor is 
yet to come. The face of God, which was denied to Moses, 
we will soon see, and no longer will there be need of light 
from sun or candle. The great hold of death and sin has 
been eternally released, as God and the Lamb come quickly 
and dwell among us. And we shall worship him forever and 
ever. “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee O 
Israel!”  

Deaconess Cynthia Hensley 
All Saints Anglican Church 
Mills River, NC 



 
Advent 4 - Friday, December 23 

“There is none holy like the Lord, there is none besides 
thee; there is no rock like our God.” 

1 Samuel 2:2 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

This morning’s Old Testament lesson from Morning 
Prayer gives us Hannah’s song of exultation, a 
passage that bears striking resemblance to a very 

famous prayer of Saint Mary centuries later. We know, of 
course, that the Blessed Virgin was familiar with scripture. 
How else could she have been found worthy to bear the 
incarnate Word?  

Tradition holds that when Gabriel came to Mary, she was 
at her daily prayers, prayers the psalmist tells us happened 
at seven times throughout the day. It wouldn’t be a stretch 
of the imagination to think that perhaps she had just 
finished reading Hannah’s song, and of course her response 
to the news would have been so shaped by Hannah’s song 
that her own song, the Magnificat, became a parallel of 
similar joy and rejoicing.  



As we prepare our hearts and minds to welcome the 
Savior at the celebration of his great incarnation, it would 
be good for us also to echo the words of Hannah in this 
morning’s reading and the words of our Blessed Lady that 
we will repeat in the Magnificat at our own Evening Prayer.  

“It would be good for us also to echo the words 
of Hannah … and our Blessed Lady…”  

Indeed, “there is none holy like the Lord, there is none 
besides thee.” It is no accident the holy Church bids us say 
our Lady’s song every day. How better can we prepare our 
hearts to receive Him in his Most Blessed Sacrament 
tomorrow evening? 

Father Richard Bugyi-Sutter 
Assisting Priest at Saint George the Martyr 
Simpsonville, SC 



Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 
24  

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and 
redeemed his people, And hath raised up an horn of 

salvation for us in the house of his servant David; As he 
spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 
which have been since the world began.”  

Luke 1:68-70 (Morning Prayer, Second Lesson) 

The canticle, or song, that St. Luke gives us, from the 
lips of Zechariah, that we now call the Benedictus, 
should sound very familiar to us who pray the Daily 

Office. We pray with Zechariah every morning these same 
words. The Church has given us this portion of Scripture to 
read on the very eve of the Feast of the Incarnation itself. 

The opening lines of this song of praise is a summation of 
the whole Gospel. “God hath visited and redeemed his 
people.” Tomorrow we celebrate, as we do every Sunday, 
God’s visitation, by taking on human flesh, becoming one 



of us, so that He could save us. He redeemed us through His 
life, death, and Resurrection which is salvation to those 
who believe. This plan of salvation did not come out of 
nowhere, it has been revealed to mankind through the 
mouths of the Holy Prophets through the centuries. The 
whole preparatory season of Advent has led up to this 
moment, walking through the Scriptures of these holy 
prophets. 

“The birth of our Lord and Savior is the 
dividing line of history.” 

Today we are at the very threshold of the manger, about 
to see Immanuel anew. This nativity, this birth, is 
completely unique in the history of the world, never before 
and never again with God incarnate into the world again. 
The birth of our Lord and Savior is the dividing line of 
history. 

As we go about all the social responsibilities this evening 
and all day tomorrow, as we cook meals and open presents, 
as we travel to or receive family members, don’t ever forget 
“the tender mercy of our God: whereby the dayspring from 
on high hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace.” 

Father Scott Greene 
Rector of Saint Peter the Apostle Anglican Church 
Kingsport, TN 



Christmas Day 
Saturday, December 25 

“God sent his only begotten Son into the world,  
that we might live through him.” 

1 John 4:7-14 (Evening Prayer, Second Lesson) 

One of the things which can get out of balance in our 
theology is our emphasis on the forgiveness of Sin. 
Please, don’t call Bishop Chad and tell him we have 

one of those closet liberals in our midst. The forgiveness of 
Sin is very important, but it is not an end in itself, but 
rather a means to an end. Jesus himself said, “I am come 
that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly”  ( John 10:10). The ultimate end of his ministry 
is to give us life, abundant life; the forgiveness of Sin is a 
necessary, but not sufficient, precondition to our receiving 
that gift of life.  

Sin in our lives imperils or even breaks our communion 
with God in Christ, who is the source of our life. So, as 
important as the forgiveness of Sin is, let’s focus today on 
the New Life in Christ. The first thing to affirm is that New 
Life was imparted to us in Baptism, in which we were made 
children of God. The second is the New Life is sustained 



and nourished through the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
The third is the New Life is brought to maturity through 
prayer, Scripture reading, and by carrying out those “good 
works (he) hast prepared for us to walk in.”  We are even 
now living the New Life; it does not begin when we die. As 
C. S. Lewis put it, “for those who are being saved, this life is 
the outskirts of Heaven; for those who are being lost, it is 
the outskirts of Hell.” 

What may not be entirely clear is what this New Life Jesus 
came to give us really is. Athanasius put it clearly, but 
shockingly, “God became Man so that men might become 
gods.” This doctrine, called Theosis in the East, and 
Divinization in the West, is so easily misunderstood we are 
sometimes very careful in bringing it up. We must be sure 
we understand Athanasius is not saying we will become 
God. That’s crazy talk. When he says, “gods” he means the 
sort of beings called “gods” in Greek and Roman 
mythology. Beings of enormous power and wisdom, beings 
who will never get sick or die, beings just like the Risen 
Christ we read of in the first Chapter of Revelation, save his 
Godhead. Athanasius goes on to say, “He manifested 
Himself by means of a body in order that we might perceive 
the Mind of the unseen Father. He endured shame from 
men that we might inherit immortality” (On the 
Incarnation, 54). 

Athanasius put it clearly, but shockingly, “God 
became Man so that men might become gods.” 

To reassure you this is Scriptural, in the Psalms it is 
written, “I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are 



children of the most High.” (Psalm 82:6) Indeed, Jesus 
quotes this passage. If you think about it, the pattern of 
growth surrounding us in all creation suggests our destiny. 
If kittens become cats, and puppies become dogs, what 
then must the children of God become when they grow up? 
This prospect makes sense of Saint Paul’s words, “I reckon 
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” 
(Romans 8:18). 

And so, as we give and receive our Christmas presents 
this morning, let’s take a few minutes to consider the 
greatest gift of all, “(his) inestimable love in the redemption 
of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of 
grace, and for the hope of glory.”  Glory indeed!  

Father Nicholas Henderson 
Vicar of Saint Patrick’s Mission 
Brevard, NC 
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